
History of Science

Then read the original accounts by the discoverers

Start by reading some articles and books 
on the subject by historians of Science

How were these discoveries made?

Important scientific discoveries made in 
the past 

But pay also attention to Einstein’s 
dictum:

Michael Nauenberg,  February 6,2017



"If you want to find out anything from the 
theoretical physicists about the methods 
they use, I advise you to stick closely to 
one principle: don't listen to their words, 
fix your attention on their deeds."

Ideas and Opinions, 1954 pg. 270



Some historical discoveries I have 
considered :

Planck  and the discreteness of energy

Einstein and the discovery of photons

Newton and the laws of motion

Huygens,  Hooke and atmospheric pressure

Chandrasekhar, Stoner and the maximum mass of 
cold stars

Barrow,  Leibniz and the fundamental 
theorem of the Calculus
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